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Bohemia
Its depend-
ence on
Germany
Power of
the duke
 German writers.   It was the work of the laity, not of ecclesi-
astics ; and so the native tongue, not Latin, was the medium.
The closeness of the association of Bohemia with the
German Crown has already been noted. The duke was
invested with his duchy by the German king and did homage
to him ; the bishops of the two Bohemian sees—Prague and
Olnnitz—received investiture from the king of Germany and
consecration from the archbishop of Mayence, their metro-
politan ; German culture and civilisation had been diffused
by the clergy and monks who had been introduced to further
the spread of Christianity. Their constant feud with Poland
had been an incentive to the dukes to maintain this associ-
ation ; but even when they felt strong enough to stand alone,
the kings of Germany had soon been able to suppress their
attempts at independence. The last of these had occurred in
1041, and henceforward the dukes of Bohemia were loyal in
their attachment to the German Crown and frequently gave
practical demonstration of their loyalty. Vratislav II, in
return for his participation in Henry IV's Italian campaigns,
was rewarded with the title of king; and though this lapsed
on his death in 1092, a further sign of royal favour was shown
when early in the twelfth century the duke of Bohemia was
acting as " cupbearer " of the German kingdom,1 and so held
one of the formal offices of State.
But Bohemia did not become merely one of the German
duchies. It was a separate, if a vassal, State. The Bohe-
mians elected their own duke, and he was the absolute master
of the duchy. Justice, with all its perquisites, was in his
hands; he had the power of raising direct taxation, as
well as the other sovereign rights of coinage, tolls, and the
like. The army assembled at his summons, and he was not
hampered by the limitations of the feudal levy. Local
government was under his control, and was maintained by
a system of ducal castles, in each of which a castellan on
behalf of the duke administered the adjacent territory. These
officials were the leading nobles of the land, with the numerous
class of knights forming a second grade. The nobles owed
their importance to their position in the duke's service, and
1 This was afterwards claimed as a hereditary title by the rulers of
Bohemia; but the dukes of Bavaria disputed the right with them.

